
 
 

  
  

 

          
 

 

   
   

 

 

 
 

    
 

  
 

   
 

  
  

 

 
 

  

  
 

 
 

Welcome to the Cass County Highway Department’s 2026 Construction Projects August 
Update. 

This presentation provides an overview of construction projects taking place throughout 
Cass County, including roadway improvements, resurfacing projects, culvert and structure 
replacements, and major bridge projects. 

These�projects�are�part�of Cass�County’s�ongoing�effort�to maintain and improve our 
transportation infrastructure, enhance roadway safety, improve drainage, and ensure our 
roads and structures are prepared to serve Cass County residents for years to come. 

In this update, we’ll take a look at the progress that has been made on several projects, as 
well as projects that are currently underway or scheduled to begin later this year. 

County Road 10: Regrade Through Buffalo and Asphalt Surfacing�

Our first project is County Road 10, which includes the regrade through Buffalo�and asphalt 
surfacing between Buffalo and Tower City.�

The Buffalo regrade project is being�completed in three phases to�help�accommodate local�
traffic throughout construction.�

Phase One, extending from State Highway 38 to Wilcox Avenue, has progressed 
significantly. Removals and storm sewer placement are complete, and two of the�three�
asphalt lifts have been completed. 

Phase Two, from Wilcox Avenue to Fifth Avenue, has also moved forward. Removals, storm 
sewer work, and curb and gutter construction are complete, with paving scheduled to 
begin. 

Phase Three, extending�from Fifth Avenue to 140th Avenue, has also�reached the point 
where removals, storm sewer and culvert work, and curb and gutter construction are 
complete. Aggregate placement and paving will follow. 

The roadway improvements through Buffalo are designed to provide several benefits. New�
curb and gutter and storm sewer infrastructure will improve drainage, while an improved 
eight-foot sidewalk will provide a better pedestrian connection. 

The project also includes paved parking areas and widening of the roadway east and west 
of the business district. 

In addition to the Buffalo regrade, the County Road 10 project includes asphalt surfacing�
between Buffalo and Tower City.�



 

    
 

 

   

  
 

 
  

 
   

 

  

  
 

            
  

 
 

   

 

 

          

  

  
 

Once completed, this portion of the roadway will have six inches of asphalt placed over a 
36-foot-wide surface. 

The project is being�completed in stages to accommodate local�traffic and�minimize�
disruptions while the work progresses. 

County Road 26: Hot-in-Place Recycling�and Asphalt�Overlay�

County Road 26 is another major roadway improvement included in the 2026�construction�
program. 

This project has been completed and utilized a process known as hot-in-place recycling, 
followed by an asphalt overlay. 

The hot-in-place recycling process involved recycling the existing roadway material in place 
over�a�24-foot-wide section at a depth of two inches. 

That was followed by a 36-foot-wide asphalt overlay with a depth of one and a half inches. 

One of the most notable aspects of this project is the construction method itself. 

Hot-in-place recycling is a new process for North Dakota and for Cass�County. Similar�
projects have been completed successfully in Minnesota. 

Rather�than removing�the�existing�roadway�material�and hauling�it�back�and forth to�a�pit,�
the material remains on the road and is recycled as part of the construction process. 

According to the project information, this process saved the County approximately $60,000 
per mile. 

This project demonstrates how Cass County continues to look for innovative construction 
techniques that can improve roads while also providing cost savings for taxpayers. 

County Road 4: Mill and Asphalt Overlay�

The�County�Road 4�mill�and asphalt�overlay�project�has�also�been completed.�

Paving is complete, along with shoulder topsoil placement and seeding. 

The project involved milling the center portion of the existing roadway to a width of 26 feet 
and a depth of two inches. 



 
  

  
 

 
  

   
 

 

   

 

   
  

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

  

  
 

Gravel shoulders were then prepared for pavement, followed by a 36-foot-wide asphalt 
overlay at a depth of four inches. 

One of the important improvements residents will notice is the change from gravel 
shoulders to paved shoulders. 

The completed roadway will provide a wider paved surface and improve the overall 
condition and functionality of�County Road 4.�

The project was completed as part of�Cass County’s ongoing efforts to�maintain existing�
roadways and extend the useful life of the County’s transportation network. 

153rd Avenue:�Cement�Subgrade�

The 153rd Avenue cement subgrade project has been completed.�

This project focused on strengthening the existing roadbed by mixing the existing material 
with cement powder to�a depth of 12 inches.�

That cement-treated subgrade was then topped with three inches of gravel to create a 
stronger foundation for the roadway. 

Strengthening the roadbed in this manner provides a more stable base and helps improve 
the long-term performance of the roadway. 

During construction, the road was closed to through traffic.�

This project was funded through State Grant Flex Funds. The townships were awarded the 
project in March, and the project was required to be administered by the County as part of 
the grant requirements. 

With the project now completed, the improved subgrade will provide a stronger foundation 
for the roadway moving forward. 

County Road Chipseal Projects�

Cass County also completed a number of chipseal projects as part of the 2026 
construction program. 

The chipseal work is mostly complete, with some final striping�remaining.�

Chipseal is an important roadway preservation technique that helps protect an existing 
pavement surface and extend the life of the road. 



   
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

      

   
 

  

  
 

 

   
 

   
 

 

 

    

 

  

           
 

  
 

During construction, motorists may encounter temporary�traffic�controls, including the use�
of a pilot car. 

Each section typically takes approximately�three to five days to complete, with the overall�
project duration expected to be approximately four weeks. 

These projects may not involve the same level of construction as a complete roadway 
reconstruction, but they play an important role in maintaining Cass County’s existing road 
system and preserving roads before more extensive repairs become necessary. 

C32:�36�Cornell /�2�Tower�Townships Structure Replacements�

Moving from roadway projects to drainage structures, the C32 project in the Cornell and 
Tower townships has been completed. 

This project involved replacing the existing structures with two reinforced box culverts. 

The east structure was replaced with a 10-foot�by five-foot reinforced box culvert, while the 
west structure was replaced with a 10-foot by four-foot reinforced box culvert. 

These structures are an important part of the County’s roadway drainage system. 

Rather�than�contracting this work out, County forces completed the structure�
replacement. 

Using County forces allows the Highway Department to complete the work while helping 
save project costs. 

Each structure was expected to take approximately three weeks to complete, and both 
projects have now been completed. 

33/34�Hunter Township�Structure�Replacement�

The structure replacement project in Hunter Township has also been completed. 

The existing structure was replaced with�a 12-foot by seven-foot reinforced box culvert. 

Replacing�aging�or�undersized structures�is�an�important�part�of maintaining�the�County’s�
transportation infrastructure. 

These structures help move water beneath roadways and are critical to protecting both the 
roadway and surrounding areas from drainage issues. 



 
    

 
 

 

     

         
 

     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
   

 

      

        

  
 

  

  
  

  
        

  

As with several other structure replacement projects in this year’s program, County forces 
completed the work in order to help control costs. 

The project was expected to take approximately three weeks, and the replacement is now 
complete. 

11/12�Wheatland�Township�Structure�Replacements�

The�11�and�12�Wheatland Township structure�replacement�project�has�also�been 
completed. 

This project involved replacing the�existing structures with�two�12-foot by eight-foot 
reinforced box culverts. 

The use of reinforced box culverts provides durable structures designed to accommodate 
drainage beneath the roadway. 

County forces completed this project as part of the Highway Department’s effort to use its�
own crews where appropriate and save costs. 

The project was expected to take approximately three weeks, and the work has now been 
completed. 

These types of projects may not always be highly visible to the public, but they are an 
important part of maintaining safe and reliable rural roads throughout Cass County. 

C36:�14�Normanna�Township�Structure�Replacement�

The�C36�structure�replacement�project�in Normanna Township is�currently�underway.�

The project started during the week of this August update and is expected to be completed 
by the end of August. 

The existing structure will be replaced with a�12-foot by six-foot reinforced box culvert. 

This project is another example of the County’s continued investment in the smaller 
drainage structures that support the overall roadway system. 

County forces will complete the work, helping the County manage project costs while 
utilizing�the�experience�and capabilities�of the�Highway�Department’s�own crews.�

The project is expected to take approximately three weeks to complete. 



         

 
 

   
 

 

 
 

  
  

  
  

 

 

    

    

  

    
 

 
 

    
   

  

 

       

  
 

  
 

C11:�13�Harmony�/�18�Raymond�Township�Structure�Replacements�

The C11 structure replacement project in Harmony and Raymond townships has also�
started. 

This project involves replacing the�existing structures with�three 16-foot by eight-foot 
reinforced box culverts. 

The project is expected to be completed around early to mid-September. 

With multiple structures included in this project, the work is expected to take 
approximately four to six weeks. 

Replacing these structures helps ensure that water can move effectively beneath�the�
roadway while providing a stronger and more reliable infrastructure system. 

The project is another example of the County addressing infrastructure needs proactively 
rather than waiting for structures to deteriorate to the point where more extensive repairs 
are required. 

C9:�5/6�Durbin�Township Structure Replacements�

The next project is the C9 structure replacement project in Durbin Township. 

At the time of this August update, this project had not yet started. 

The project will replace�the existing structures�with three 14-foot�by 11-foot reinforced box 
culverts. 

Construction is expected to begin around early to mid-September, with the project 
expected to take approximately four to six weeks. 

While construction has not yet begun, this project is part of the County’s broader 2026 
effort to replace�aging structures and maintain�the drainage infrastructure supporting rural�
roads throughout Cass County. 

29�and�29/30�Harwood�Township�Structure�Replacements�

The 29 and 29/30 Harwood Township structure replacement project is progressing in two 
stages. 

The east structure is nearing completion, while work on the west structure is expected to 
begin in October. 



 

 

  
 

  
 

  

 

      

 

    

    
 

  

   

   

 

     

           
 

  

  

 
   

  

These structures will be replaced with 78-inch reinforced concrete pipe. 

One important factor affecting this project is the FM Diversion.�

Because of the FM Diversion, these structures�are able to be significantly smaller than they�
otherwise would have been. 

This illustrates how�major regional infrastructure projects can affect the design and�
requirements of surrounding County infrastructure. 

The structure replacement work is expected to take approximately four to six weeks. 

C10:�3�Mapleton�/�34�Raymond Township Structure Replacement�

The C10 structure replacement project in Mapleton and Raymond townships has not yet 
started. 

The project will replace�the existing structure with a�48-inch reinforced concrete pipe. 

Similar to the Harwood Township project, the FM Diversion allows these structures to be 
much smaller than they would otherwise need to be. 

The project is expected to take approximately four to six weeks once construction begins. 

At the time of this August update, a start date had not yet been determined. 

The County will provide additional information as the project moves toward construction. 

34/35�Normanna�Township�Structure�Replacement�

The�34�and�35�Normanna Township project�is�a significant�structure�replacement�that�will�
involve replacing an existing bridge. 

The project has been bid and is scheduled to begin in early fall. 

The existing bridge will�be replaced with a 156-foot concrete box beam bridge. 

Unlike the smaller culvert projects highlighted earlier, this project involves a substantial 
bridge structure and will require a longer construction timeline. 

The project is expected to begin in fall 2026 and continue through fall 2027. 



 
 

 

 

   

 
 

  

  

  
  

  
 

 
  

        
   

 

 

   
 

 
 

      
 

 
 

  
  

This type of long-term infrastructure investment is important for maintaining reliable 
transportation connections and ensuring that County structures continue to meet the 
needs of residents and the traveling public. 

C31:�13/14�Harwood Township Structure Replacement�

The final major project highlighted in�this update is the C31 structure replacement project 
in Harwood Township. 

This project has been bid, with construction expected to begin in the middle to late fall. 

The existing bridge will�be replaced with a 550-foot steel beam bridge. 

The bridge is being designed specifically to�accommodate Red River soil types, an�
important consideration when developing major structures in this region. 

Once completed, this bridge will become the largest bridge in Cass County other than the 
bridges crossing the Red River.�

The project is expected to take place over approximately one year, beginning in fall 2026 
and continuing through fall 2027. 

This�project�represents�a significant�investment�in Cass�County’s�transportation�
infrastructure and will provide a major new structure designed to meet the unique 
conditions of the area. 

That concludes the Cass County Highway Department’s 2026 Construction Projects 
August Update. 

From roadway resurfacing and innovative pavement recycling to drainage improvements, 
culvert replacements and major bridge projects, these construction efforts represent a�
significant�investment�in maintaining�and improving�Cass�County’s�transportation 
infrastructure. 

We appreciate the patience and cooperation of residents, businesses and motorists as 
construction crews work throughout the County. 

For questions regarding these projects, residents can contact Cass County Engineer Kyle 
Litchy at 701-298-2380 or by email at litchyk@casscountynd.gov. 

mailto:litchyk@casscountynd.gov

