
July 2026 Update  

Good evening, and thank you for joining us for the July update on Cass County's 2026 
construction program. 

Throughout the construction season, our Highway Department is completing roadway 
improvements, bridge replacements, and drainage projects across the county. These 
investments are designed to improve safety, preserve our transportation system, and 
provide reliable infrastructure for residents, businesses, and visitors. 

Today, we'll provide an update on each project, highlighting completed work, current 
construction activities, and what's still ahead during the remainder of the season. 

 

County Road 10: Buffalo Regrade and Asphalt Surfacing 

County Road 10 continues to be one of our largest construction projects this year. 

In Phase One through Buffalo, crews have completed removals, storm sewer installation, 
curb and gutter work, and aggregate base preparation. Paving is now underway. 

Phase Two is also progressing well, with removals and storm sewer installation complete. 
Curb and gutter construction is scheduled to begin next week. 

At the same time, paving operations between Buffalo and Tower City are expected to begin 
next week. 

When complete, this project will provide improved drainage, new curb and gutter, an 
upgraded eight-foot sidewalk, paved parking areas, and a wider roadway through Buffalo. 
The project continues to be completed in three phases to minimize disruptions to local 
traffic. 

Following completion of the Buffalo reconstruction, six inches of new asphalt will be 
placed on the roadway between Tower City and Buffalo. 

Construction remains on schedule, with Phase One expected to wrap up in mid-July, Phase 
Two by the end of August, and Phase Three by mid-October. 

County Road 26: Hot-In-Place Recycling 

County Road 26 has reached a significant milestone. 

The Hot-In-Place Recycling and asphalt overlay project has now been completed. 



This project marked the first use of this pavement recycling process in both Cass County 
and North Dakota. Rather than removing and replacing the existing pavement, the process 
recycled roadway materials directly on site before placing a new asphalt surface. 

The project reduced material hauling, lowered construction costs by approximately sixty 
thousand dollars per mile, and provided a durable new driving surface while minimizing 
environmental impacts. 

County Road 4: Mill and Asphalt Overlay 

Construction on County Road 4 is also nearing completion. 

Paving operations have been completed, and crews will finish shoulder topsoil placement 
and seeding over the coming weeks. 

This project included milling the existing roadway, widening the paved surface, and 
replacing gravel shoulders with paved shoulders, improving both safety and long-term 
maintenance. 

Once final restoration work is complete, this project will be substantially finished. 

 

153rd Avenue Cement Subgrade Project 

Construction has officially begun on 153rd Avenue. 

Crews are currently stabilizing the roadway by blending cement into the existing roadbed to 
create a stronger foundation before placing a new gravel surface. 

The roadway remains closed to through traffic during construction. 

This project is funded through State Flex Grant dollars awarded to the participating 
townships and administered by Cass County. 

Work is expected to continue over the next several weeks, with completion anticipated in 
early August. 

 

County Road Chip Seal Program 

Our annual chip seal program is also well underway. 

Work began last week and is expected to be completed by the end of this week. 



Chip sealing helps preserve recently paved roads by sealing the asphalt surface, preventing 
moisture intrusion, and extending pavement life. 

Motorists may continue to encounter pilot cars while crews finish the remaining roadway 
segments. 

 

Cornell and Tower Township Structure Replacements 

The structure replacement projects in Cornell and Tower Townships have now been 
completed. 

County crews replaced the aging drainage structures with reinforced concrete box culverts, 
improving water flow while extending the life of the roadway. 

Completing these projects with county personnel continues to provide significant cost 
savings while maintaining high construction quality. 

 

Hunter Township Structure Replacement 

The Hunter Township structure replacement project has also been completed. 

Crews successfully installed the new reinforced concrete box culvert, improving drainage 
capacity and ensuring long-term roadway reliability. 

 

Wheatland Township Structure Replacement 

Construction continues in Wheatland Township. 

The project is currently under construction and is expected to be completed next week. 

Once finished, the new reinforced concrete box culverts will improve drainage and provide 
a durable crossing designed for many years of service. 

 

Normanna Township Structure Replacement 

The Normanna Township structure replacement remains in the planning stages. 

Construction is expected to begin in mid-August. 



County crews will replace the existing crossing with a reinforced concrete box culvert that 
will improve drainage and reduce future maintenance needs. 

 

Harmony and Raymond Township Structure Replacement 

The Harmony and Raymond Township structure replacement project has not yet begun. 

When construction starts, crews will replace the existing crossing with three reinforced 
concrete box culverts designed to improve water flow and roadway stability. 

The project is expected to require approximately four to six weeks to complete. 

 

Durbin Township Structure Replacement 

The Durbin Township project also remains in the planning phase. 

This project will replace the existing structure with three reinforced concrete box culverts, 
improving drainage capacity while enhancing the long-term performance of the roadway. 

Construction timing is still being finalized. 

 

Harwood Township Structure Replacement 

The Harwood Township structure replacement project is expected to begin within the 
coming weeks. 

The existing crossings will be replaced with reinforced concrete pipe structures. 

Because of changes in regional drainage associated with the Fargo-Moorhead Diversion 
Project, these replacement structures can be significantly smaller while still meeting 
current and future drainage requirements. 

Construction is anticipated to begin in mid-to-late July and continue for approximately four 
to six weeks. 

 

Mapleton and Raymond Township Structure Replacement 

The Mapleton and Raymond Township project has not yet started. 



Crews will replace the existing structure with reinforced concrete pipe, providing improved 
drainage while reducing future maintenance needs. 

Like the Harwood project, the design reflects changes made possible through the Fargo-
Moorhead Diversion Project. 

Construction will begin once scheduling is finalized. 

 

Normanna Township Bridge Replacement 

Planning continues for one of the county's largest bridge projects. 

The bridge replacement in Normanna Township has now been awarded and is expected to 
begin later this fall. 

The existing bridge will be replaced with a new 156-foot concrete box beam bridge 
designed to serve the area for decades to come. 

Construction will continue through the 2027 construction season. 

 

Harwood Township Bridge Replacement 

Planning also continues for the major bridge replacement project in Harwood Township. 

The new 550-foot steel beam bridge has not yet been bid but remains one of Cass County's 
largest infrastructure investments. 

The bridge has been specifically designed to accommodate the unique soil conditions of 
the Red River Valley. 

Once completed, it will become the largest bridge in Cass County outside of those crossing 
the Red River. 

Construction is anticipated to begin after bidding is completed and continue through the 
2027 construction season. 

That concludes our July update on the 2026 Cass County construction program. 

We appreciate the patience and cooperation of residents and travelers as these important 
infrastructure improvements continue throughout the construction season. 



Our Highway Department remains committed to improving roadway safety, enhancing 
transportation reliability, and investing responsibly in infrastructure that will serve Cass 
County for many years to come. 

If you have questions about any of the projects discussed today, please contact County 
Engineer Kyle Litchy at 701-298-2380 or by email at litchyk@casscountynd.gov. 

Thank you for your interest in Cass County's transportation system, and have a safe 
summer. 
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