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1.	MEETING TO ORDER
A meeting of the Cass County Vector Control Board was held at 9:30 AM, Tuesday, November 27, 2012, in the Cass County Highway Department, with the following members present:  Keith Berndt, Cass County Administrator and Clay Whittlesey, Fargo Park District Director of Recreation.  Also present were Ben Prather, Cass County Vector Control Director; Jason Benson, Cass County Engineer; Jim Brownlee, West Fargo City Administrator; Barry Johnson, West Fargo Public Works Director; Myron Berglund, Fargo Cass Public Health; Ruth Bachmeier, Fargo Cass Public Health; Ben Dow, City of Fargo; Dean Solum, Airborne Custom Spraying; and DeAnn Buckhouse, Senior Clerk.

2.	2012 CASS COUNTY VECTOR CONTROL SEASON REVIEW
	Mr. Prather showed a power point presentation outlining the 2012 Vector Control season activities.  This review included weather and rain events, material applied including adulticides and larvicides, and labor costs for seasonal employees.  Mr. Prather also spoke regarding West Nile Virus.  He briefly reviewed the statistics regarding WNV nationwide and in Cass County this season.  There were 7 confirmed cases per the CDC.  The State Department of Health lists case counts as 8.  We are still working with local and state officials to confirm these numbers and clear up the discrepancy.  Again this year, South Dakota and North Dakota rank 1 and 2 nationally for the highest rates of infection per capita.

	New equipment was utilized by Cass County Vector Control in 2012 to detect WNV in pools of live mosquitoes and deceased birds.  The new RAMP equipment is faster, more effective, and provides quantitative results in assessing samples versus other methods.  This new data; in conjunction with human cases reported to the CDC as well as Vector’s ability to identify “hot spots” with our standard and auxiliary trapping surveillance, advances our abilities to detect WNV and potentially will enable us to better identify areas of concern in the coming years.

Mr. Prather reviewed the new data collection tools that were used during the 2012 season and the planned continuation of their use in 2013.  Vector is using existing web service technology and free smart phones (excluding data fees) for larviciding records data collections.  This gives us instant progress updates, real time inventory tracking, expedited invoicing, as well as several other enhanced performance metrics previously not available – all for minimal cost and no recurring software licensing fees.  Future plans are to utilize these capabilities to provide real time data to the public about pesticide applications so that casual observers can better understand “what’s happening in my backyard / neighborhood / city”.

Some other enhancements included GPS site mapping and navigation using ArcGIS Explorer, route tracking via Nokia Drive, and convenient group messaging.  These services continue to improve and will aide in future program performance.

3.	FARGO CASS PUBLIC HEALTH – WEST NILE VIRUS
Mr. Berglund with Fargo Cass Public Health talked about the WNV numbers nationwide and where some of the hot spots were.  The science isn’t there to support the outbreaks considering the drought which is confusing.  He also pointed out that the fact that SD and ND are number 1 and 2 for WNV cases per capita is both surprising and somewhat puzzling to him considering what they know about the virus.  Ms. Bachmeier also spoke.  She gave kudos to Mr. Prather and his staff with regards to the work that they do.  FCPH is working with the State Health Department to try and get information quicker regarding cases of WNV so that action can be taken to address potential outbreaks.  They are looking at possible notification when someone comes in presenting with symptoms rather than having to wait 2-3 weeks for a confirmed case.  She feels we are definitely seeing a change in the disease process and we will need to stay vigilant in our testing and spraying.

4.	2013 CONTRACTS – FARGO AND WEST FARGO
Draft copies of the 2013 contracts were provided to officials from Fargo and West Fargo as well as to board members for review.  There are no major changes to the contracts from 2012.

Mr. Brownlee questioned Mr. Prather with regards to what triggers them to conduct spraying.  He gets questions from the public when they spray even though the trap counts are low.  In these cases, Mr. Prather indicates that they are targeting the species of mosquitos that carry West Nile, trying to prevent an outbreak of human cases.  While the trap counts may be low, the number of disease spreading mosquitos is most likely higher than normal, triggering them to take action.  Mr. Prather is open to establishing a threshold number for disease carrying mosquitos, similar to what they have now for nuisance mosquitos.  Mr. Whittlesey stated that as a board they have set general guidelines but they have given Mr. Prather the freedom to determine when the need to spray is there.  Mr. Brownlee feels things are fine as they stand, as long as he knows what to the public when they question why they are spraying.  Mr. Prather encouraged them to call Vector Control any time there are questions or concerns.

5.	AIRBORNE CUSTOM SPRAYING
Mr. Solum with Airborne Custom Spraying introduced the new aircraft that was used during the 2012 season.  With this new aircraft, they can spray 25,000 acres per load which will spray in one night with 2 loads what it would have taken them 2 nights to spray with their other aircraft.  It has been a great addition for them.

7.	ADJOURNMENT
MOTION, passed
On motion by Mr. Berndt, seconded by Mr. Whittlesey, the meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM.

Minutes prepared by DeAnn Buckhouse, Senior Clerk

	




	
