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SCHOOL'S IN SESSION!

Lowell Wolff, Assistant Superintendent
of Planning answers questions about
the Fargo School District's emergency
response plans.

What systems are currently in place to
deal with an emergency?

Since 2005, all buildings are trained in a
unified response plan. Although the
responses are the same, they are
adapted to the uniqueness of each
building. All buildings have Emergency
Response Teams (ERTs) with multiple
backups for each position on the

team. District Policy requires each
building to practice these responses and
send their self-evaluation to my office.

Each year we do a formal evaluation of
their emergency response capabilities
for four buildings. The principal is given
a date and time. We assemble a group
of evaluators from Fargo fire, police and
FM Ambulance and develop a

scenario. Then, the building’s ERTs is
given the scenario and asked to
respond. All staff, students, substitute
teachers etc. respond. The scenario is
based on risks factors unique to that
building — proximity to the industrial
park, local convenience stores,
interstate highways etc. At the end of
their response, an evaluation is done to
analyze what went well and what could
be improved.

Could you discuss how emergency
preparedness has changed over the
years in public schools.

Prior to March of 2005, our 22 buildings
each had their own plan, vocabulary
and level of preparedness. On March
21 of 2005 the school shooting at Red
Lake took place. It was the second
school shooting in Minnesota and both
were within 150 miles of Fargo. We
were forced to lose our, “It can't
happen here” belief.

Do other schools in the FM area share
the same plans and protocols?

In 2007 we made our plan available to

all schools in Cass and Clay Counties

and invited them to unify their emergency
response plan on ours. The rationale was
that our SWAT, Hostage Rescue, HazMat
and Bomb Squads were all comprised of
individuals across the two counties. If they
can train and function together, schools
can too. The Cass-Clay Unified School
Response provides training and planning
assistance for all school ERTs at least once
a year.

Are teachers/administration encouraged to
go through disaster preparedness training?

In Fargo Public Schools, the building ERTs
are required to go through our annual
training and formal evaluation of each
building on a rotating basis. We have
developed a “tool kit” of ten protocols with
which we build responses to any variety of
incidents. The expectation is that a staff
member or substitute teacher is able to
carry out any of these protocol at any place
and any time in our District.

What new-innovative safety systems will be
in place at Davies High School?

The average person will probably not notice
many changes. More attention is paid to
controlling access to the building, and
certain rooms are better designed with
emergency response in mind.

What systems would you like to see in
place in the next 1-5 years?

We will certainly continue to build on our
excellent relationships with fire, police,
emergency medical services and public
health. I believe our School Resource
Officer program will achieve national model
status. Our responses — through practice
and analysis — will become more effective
and better able to respond to complex
incidents. We have an obligation to lead
the community in preparedness efforts
because our community expects a safe
learning environment for their kids.
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ARE YOU READY?

September is Disaster
Preparedness Month

www.ready.gov contains
information on how to

build kits for businesses
of all sizes, as well as kits
for homeowners/renters.
There are even
interactive games for kids
to learn about being safe
and what to do during
weather events such as
tornados.

It's Flu Season!

The number of influenza
cases usually increases
between the months of
November through April.
This season’s vaccine will
help to prevent both HIN1
and seasonal flu. For vaccine
information and a listing of
upcoming vaccination clinics,
go to:
www.fighttheflu.net.



http://www.ready.gov�
http://www.fighttheflu.net�

Calendar of Events

Sept. 30: Preparedness Fair-NDSU Memorial Union Ballroom 10am-4pm

You

Are you Prepared? Guides-Reaching Out to New
Americans

The award winning “Are You Prepared” guides for Cass and Clay counties are

now available in 12 languages: Arabic, Bosnian, English, French, Kirundi,
Kurdish, Nepali, Russian, Somali, Spanish, Swahili and Vietnamese.

Prepared?

The guides provide local emergency contact information, tips on how to create a
disaster kit, pet safety, and what to do during natural and other disasters.

The guides are available online at www.cityoffargo.com/Emergencies/
AreYouPrepared/. If you would like a printed copy simply email

torecchia@cityoffargo.com and you can pick up the copies at Fargo Cass Public
Health located at 401 3rd Avenue North, Fargo.

Get Emergency Local Information ASAP-Sign up for CodeRED

CodeRED is an automated notification system the city can use to call up to 60,000 phone numbers per
hour with a recorded message. CodeRED can reach Fargo residents by residential phone, business
phone or cell phone. It will make three attempts to contact citizens and will leave messages in voicemail
boxes and on answering machines. Emergency managers can send a message to the entire city or to a
selected area. CodeRED alerts could be issued for a variety of situations, natural disasters, terrorism
threats, gas leaks, water contamination and chemical spills.

Sign up today

To register your information, visit www.cityoffargo.com/Emergencies/JoinCodeRed/. If you are unable to
signup online call 701-476-4068.

CodeRED now includes a severe weather warning notification option. If you are already registered for
CodeRED, please go to the website listed above to sign up for the new option.

Do you know NIMS?

During disasters of any size, the
terms incident commander,
emergency manager, and public
information officer frequently
come up. But what do they
mean?

The National Incident
Management System (NIMS) is
used by government agencies all
over the United States to
establish an efficient, educated
system to deal with disasters. You
can learn how the different
positions within NIMS work
together, as well as take
independent study courses. To
get started, go to
www.fema.gov/emergency/nims/

Vulnerable Population Registry

At risk or vulnerable populations are often those who live independently or with
the help of a care giver and yet may need additional assistance in the event of
a disaster, especially in the area of transportation. These populations include,
but are not limited to, those who are disabled, frail or have significant health
issues.

Planning for the needs of vulnerable populations during a disaster is a key
component of public health emergency preparedness planning. Fargo Cass
Public Health has created a pre-registration system to help identify where those
individuals who are most vulnerable can be located, and if necessary, assist
them in relocation to a safe place until they can return home.

The Vulnerable Population Registry has been designed to assist public health

and other emergency workers to better plan for future disasters. Registering

into this system should not be considered a guarantee that you will be placed
on a priority list for emergency responders; however it will make us aware of
your individual situation and help us to be better prepared to assist you.

If you may need assistance during a disaster, register today by calling 701-
241-1360 Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Sign up for this e-newsletter! Contact: torecchia@cityoffargo.com
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