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FLOOD DIVERSION BOARD OF AUTHORITY 
JUNE 12, 2014—3:30 PM 

 
1. MEETING TO ORDER 

A meeting of the Flood Diversion Board of Authority was held Thursday, June 12, 
2014, at 3:30 PM in the Fargo City Commission Room with the following members 
present:  Cass County Commissioner Darrell Vanyo; Cass County Commissioner 
Ken Pawluk; West Fargo City Commissioner Mike Thorstad; Fargo Mayor Dennis 
Walaker; Fargo City Commissioner Tim Mahoney; Fargo City Commissioner Mike 
Williams; Cass County Joint Water Resource District Manager Rodger Olson; Clay 
County Commissioner Kevin Campbell; and Moorhead City Council Member Nancy 
Otto.  Ex-officio member Gerald Van Amburg, Buffalo-Red River Watershed District, 
was absent.   
 
Staff members and others present:  Cass County Administrator Keith Berndt; 
Moorhead City Manager Michael Redlinger; Fargo City Engineer April Walker; 
Moorhead City Engineer Bob Zimmerman; Cass County Engineer Jason Benson; 
Bruce Spiller, CH2MHill; Aaron Snyder, Branch Chief for Project Management & 
Development, Corps of Engineers; Terry Williams, Project Manager, Corps of 
Engineers; and Craig Evans, Project Manager, Corps of Engineers.   
 

2. MINUTES APPROVED 
MOTION, passed 
Mr. Mahoney moved and Mr. Thorstad seconded to approve 
minutes from the May 8, 2014, meeting as presented.   Motion 
carried. 
 

3. AGENDA ORDER 
MOTION, passed 
Mr. Pawluk moved and Mr. Campbell seconded to approve the 
order of the agenda with the addition of an update from Mayor 
Walaker on the Water Resources Reform & Development Act 
(WRRDA) bill signage.  Motion carried.   
 

4. MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
Program management consultant (PMC) report 
Bruce Spiller provided an update on activities over the last month which include 
addressing review comments for CR20 bridge; ongoing design work for the 
Oxbow/Hickson/Bakke (OHB) levee; work on in-town levee designs in coordination 
with the new Fargo City Hall building; ongoing coordination during the Minnesota 
EIS (Environmental Impact Statement) process; and continued work on land 
acquisition activities and policies.   
 
Corps of Engineers report 
Terry Williams provided an update of activities by Corps of Engineers staff which 
includes continued work on the Maple River aqueduct physical modeling; providing 
information to the Minnesota DNR during the EIS process; participation in weekly 
meetings on the OHB levee; and continued coordination on the in-town levee 
design.  A site visit and tour of the Maple River aqueduct physical model is 
scheduled for Thursday, July 24th.   



                                                   Flood Diversion Board of Authority—June 12, 2014          2 
 

Ms. Williams said the Corps has taken an inventory of the various cemetery sites 
within the project area.  She said seven sites are in the staging area and three of 
them would be flooded without a project in place; 15 sites are in the upstream area 
with four that would be impacted by the project; and 19 cemeteries in the benefited 
area that currently flood would be protected with the diversion project.  She said 
cemetery sites with maps will be posted to the diversion website by June 30th.  Mr. 
Berndt said with the information that has been collected, the next step in the 
process will be to consider mitigation options.  Ms. Williams said the mitigation plan 
will take about one year to complete.     
 
WRRDA bill update 
The Water Resources Reform & Development Act (WRRDA) legislation was signed 
into law by the President on June 10, 2014, giving the project federal authorization.  
Mr. Snyder said passage of the WRRDA bill is the biggest step in a project’s life, 
and he believes this project will provide a robust system of protection through the 
diversion, levees and retention sites.   
 
Mr. Evans said over the last several years, WRRDA bills were approved in 2000, 
2007 and 2014; therefore, the window of opportunity to obtain authorization has 
been small, which makes its approval even more significant.  He thanked everyone 
for their teamwork during the feasibility study process. 
 
Mr. Walaker attended the bill signing in Washington, D.C. and said authorization is 
a huge step in the process.  He was honored to be able to be part of the ceremony 
on behalf of the diversion board.  
 

5. PUBLIC OUTREACH UPDATE 
Committee report 
The Public Outreach Committee met on June 11th.  Mr. Olson discussed numerous 
outreach activities which include working with the Corps to answer questions from 
the public; formulation of an outreach plan regarding impacts to cemeteries in the 
staging area; presentations to local and national groups to discuss the project; and 
preparation of the e-newsletter and updates to the diversion website.    
 
Business Leaders Task Force update 
Mr. Vanyo said the task force is in the process of scheduling meetings to be held in 
July with legislators from North Dakota and Minnesota. 
 

6. LAND MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
Committee report 
Mr. Walaker said the Land Management Committee met earlier this afternoon, and 
asked for an acquisition update from Mark Brodshaug, Chairman of the Cass 
County Joint Water Resource District (CCJWRD).   

 
CCJWRD update 
Mr. Brodshaug provided an update on land acquisitions completed through May 31, 
2014.  A handout was distributed with information on completed acquisitions and 
negotiations, budget figures, and appraisals in progress.  He said staff and the 
Corps are working on a submittal schedule for additional residential appraisals in 
Oxbow; numerous appraisals are underway on properties associated with the OHB 
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levee and in-town levee; and CH2MHill has been asked to prepare task orders to 
acquire properties from the Rush River north to the outlet.   
  

7. FINANCE UPDATE 
Committee report 
Michael Montplaisir, Cass County Auditor, said the Finance Committee met on June 
11th.  The committee received information regarding the Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) financing concept in which a private operator is hired by a public entity to 
assist with design, construction, operation and financing of a project.   
 
Mr. Berndt said the committee also approved to send a formal request to the State 
Water Commission to release $100 million in funding for the diversion project.  He 
said during the last three legislative sessions, the state legislature approved a total 
of $175 million to be spent on flood control costs with dollars to be reimbursed 
through the State Water Commission.  

MOTION, passed 
Mr. Walaker moved and Mr. Mahoney seconded to draft a formal 
request to the State Water Commission to release $100 million 
in funding.  Motion carried. 

 
Voucher approval 
The bills for the month are with Dorsey & Whitney LLP for legal services; Erik 
Johnson & Associates for legal fees; and Ohnstad Twichell for right of entry and 
land acquisition work.   

MOTION, passed 
Mr. Mahoney moved and Ms. Otto seconded to approve the 
vouchers for May, 2014. On roll call vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
8. NEXT MEETING DATE 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 10, 2014, at 3:30 PM. 
 

9. ADJOURNMENT 
 MOTION, passed 
On motion by Mr. Pawluk, seconded by Mr. Walaker, and all 
voting in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 4:22 PM. 
 

 Minutes prepared by Heather Worden, Cass County Administrative Assistant 
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