
 

 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
RUSH RIVER WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT 

 CASS COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
 WEST FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA 
 JULY 16, 2010 
 
 
The Rush River Water Resource District met on July 16, 2010, at 8:00 a.m. at the Cass 
County Highway Department, West Fargo, North Dakota. 
 
Present were Raymond Wolfer, Chairman; William A. Hejl, Manager; Keith Monson, 
Manager; Carol Harbeke Lewis, Secretary-Treasurer; Kimberly Bomstad, Accounting 
Tech/Administrative Assistant; Sean M. Fredricks, Attorney for the Board; Kurt Lysne, 
Engineer for the Board; Brady Woodard, Moore Engineering, Inc.; Lance Yohe, Red River 
Basin Commission; Thomas L. Fischer, Southeast Cass Water Resource District; Wes 
Ecker, North Cass Water Resource District; Ed Olson, property owner in Gunkel Township 
and Roger Feist, property owner in Harwood Township. 
 
Drain #29A – damage repair in the SW 1/4 of Section 34 in Gunkel Township 
Ed Olson received a letter from the Water Resource District Attorney stating that Mr. Olson 
was farming on Water Resource District right-of-way and as a result of the encroachment, 
a significant washout occurred in the SW 1/4 of Section 34 in Gunkel Township.  Mr. Olson 
said he did farm right up to the edge of the ditch.  Manager Hejl said if the right-of-way is 
not farmed, grass could grow and the drain would become more stable.  Mr. Olson 
indicated he would repair the erosion in the SW 1/4 of Section 34 in Gunkel Township and 
he would not farm up to the drain as he had in the past.  
 
Ring Dike Cooperation Agreement with Roger Feist 
Sean Fredricks reviewed the Ring Dike Cooperation Agreement with Roger Feist.  It was 
moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to approve the Ring Dike 
Cooperation Agreement with Roger Feist.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Cattail, noxious weed and tree spraying 
It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to authorize the 
Secretary-Treasurer to work with Stan Wolf, Cass County Weed Control, to coordinate 
scouting and spraying cattails, noxious weeds and trees on Rush River Water Resource 
District facilities.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
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Response letter to the Environmental Protection Agency on the Draft National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit 
It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to authorize the 
Secretary-Treasurer to send a response letter to the Environmental Protection Agency on 
the Draft National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit.  Upon roll call vote, the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Removal of beaver dams in Erie Township near Brewer Lake 
It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to remove beaver dams 
in Erie Township near Brewer Lake.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
2011 Budget and 2010 Maintenance Levy Assessments - dedication of 1/2 mill for 
flood control, mitigation and retention 
It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to dedicate 1/2 mill for 
flood control, mitigation and retention and to authorize the Secretary-Treasurer to rename 
Fund 4275 to “Flood Control, Mitigation and Retention” and to use those funds to cover any 
shortfall in the general budget.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
2011 Budget and 2010 Maintenance Levy Assessments 
It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to approve the Rush 
River Water Resource District 2011 Budget and 2010 Maintenance Levy Assessments.  
Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion authorizing the Secretary-Treasurer to make a transfer 
It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to authorize the 
Secretary-Treasurer to close out the Drain #67 Construction Fund 4367 to the Drain #67 
Principal and Interest Fund 4467.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Pledge of Assets 
It was moved by Manager Monson and seconded by Manager Hejl to approve the following 
Pledge of Assets: 

Alerus Financial  (as per agreement of March 7, 1996) 
Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Minutes  
It was moved by Manager Monson and seconded by Manager Hejl to approve the minutes 
of the June 15, 2010, meeting.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 

Bills 
It was moved by Manager Monson and seconded by Manager Hejl to approve payment of 
Checks #3439 through #3443 and the electronic funds transfer, as presented.  Upon roll 
call vote, the following Managers voted in favor:  Wolfer, Hejl and Monson.  The Chairman 
declared the motion carried. 
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Main Stem Modeling 
Lance Yohe reported that Moore Engineering, Inc. is working on main stem modeling to 
see what impact retention sites would have at the main stem of the Red River. 
 
Drain #13 – out of the proposed Red River Diversion alignment 
Manager Wolfer proposed taking Drain #13 out of the current Red River Diversion 
alignment.  The proposed realignment would address the concern of property owners as to 
whether their property would be able to drain into the Red River Diversion channel if it is 
full.  It would also add another opening through I-29.  The Corps of Engineers estimated 
the proposed realignment would save $30 Million.  Manager Monson agreed with the 
proposal.   
 
Manager Hejl suggested that the Board improve Drain #13 in conjunction with the Red 
River Diversion Project.  It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson 
to ask Manager Wolfer, as their representative on the Cass County Joint Water Resource 
District, to request the support of the Cass County Joint Water Resource District to move 
the alignment of the proposed Red River Diversion away from Drain #13, that doing so 
would save millions of dollars, and to request the use of Red River Diversion project funds 
to improve Drain #13 for use as a collection channel.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Drain #29A 
It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to authorize Moore 
Engineering, Inc. to hire a contractor to install a plunge pool on Drain #29A at the outlet of 
the culvert in the southwest corner in Section 36 of Gunkel Township.  Upon roll call vote, 
the motion carried unanimously.  The estimated cost to install a plunge pool is $10,000.   
 
Slope Stabilization Project in Section 23 of Amenia Township 
Manager Hejl reported that work has started to stabilize the slope in Section 23 of Amenia 
Township.   
 
Erosion Stabilization Project in Section 22 of Amenia Township 
It was moved by Manager Hejl and seconded by Manager Monson to provide cost share up 
to $5,000 towards the Erosion Stabilization Project in Section 22 of Amenia Township.  
Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Funding for Drain Tile 
It was moved by Manager Wolfer and seconded by Manager Monson to recommend the 
Cass County Joint Water Resource District nominate Manager Hejl to work with Collin 
Peterson on drain tile projects in the Red River Valley.  Upon roll call vote, the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
North Dakota Water Resource Districts Association annual summer meeting 
Manager Wolfer reported on the annual summer North Dakota Water Resource Districts 
Association meeting. 
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Adjournment 
There being no further business to be considered by the Board, it was moved by Manager 
Hejl, seconded by Manager Monson and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.   
 
      APPROVED: 
 
 
 
      ____________________________________ 
      Raymond Wolfer 

Chairman 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Carol Harbeke Lewis 
Secretary-Treasurer 
 


