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MINUTES OF MEETING
NORTH CASS WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT
CASS COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
WEST FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA
JULY 22, 2014


The North Cass Water Resource District met on July 22, 2014, at 8:00 a.m. at the Cass County Highway Department, West Fargo, North Dakota.

Present were Michael R. Buringrud, Chairman; Wes Ecker, Manager; Robert Thompson, Manager; Carol Harbeke Lewis, Secretary-Treasurer; Sean M. Fredricks, Attorney for the Board; Kurt Lysne, Engineer for the Board; and Brady Woodard, Moore Engineering, Inc. 

Minutes
It was moved by Manager Thompson and seconded by Manager Ecker to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2014, meeting.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously. 

Drain #55 Improvements
Kurt Lysne informed the Board the permit application has been submitted to the State Water Commission, along with the request for cost share, regarding the Drain #55 Improvements Project.  Work continues on the final land descriptions for right of way needed for the project.

NRCS Critical Area Treatment Site 31C between Sections 11 and 14 in Wiser Township – future operation and maintenance
It was moved by Manager Ecker, seconded by Manager Thompson and unanimously carried to approve the Operation and Maintenance Agreement regarding the Natural Resources Conservation Service Critical Area Treatment Site 31C between Sections 11 and 14 in Wiser Township and authorize Chairman Buringrud to sign the same.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously.

2015 budget and 2014 maintenance levy assessments
It was moved by Manager Thompson and seconded by Manager Ecker to approve the North Cass Water Resource District 2015 budget and 2014 maintenance levy assessments.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Pledges of Assets
It was moved by Manager Ecker to approve the following Pledges of Assets:
Alerus Financial (as per agreement of March 7, 1996)
Manager Thompson seconded the motion.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously.
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Bills
It was moved by Manager Thompson and seconded by Manager Ecker to approve payment of Checks #3902 through #3911 and the electronic funds transfers, as presented.  Upon roll call vote, the following Managers voted in favor: Buringrud, Thompson and Ecker.  Motion carried

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed rules regarding the Clean Water Act (CWA)
The Board discussed the rules proposed by the EPA and the Corps of Engineers regarding the CWA, including the scope of the agencies’ jurisdiction over waters of the United States under the CWA.  It was moved by Manager Ecker and seconded by Manager Thompson to authorize the Chairman to sign and send a letter to the EPA regarding Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880, stating the proposed rules seek to widely expand the jurisdiction of the EPA and the Corps of Engineers under the CWA, and that the North Cass Water Resource District strongly urges the EPA to reconsider the proposed rules, and to instead engage water managers and leaders in the water community to investigate more reasonable application of the CWA in a manner that will not adversely impact the nation’s agricultural economy.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Results of North Cass WRD facilities inspection
Brady Woodard reviewed the results of the North Cass Water Resource District facilities inspection.  It was moved by Manager Thompson and seconded by Manager Ecker to proceed with repairing sites outlined in the 2014 inspection of North Cass Water Resource District facilities with a cost less than $15,000 and that estimates be brought back to the Board for anything that exceeds that amount.  Upon roll call vote, the motion carried unanimously.

Drain #23 – culvert in the NW 1/4 of Section 8 in Gardner Township
Mr. Woodard will follow up with Curtis Vanek regarding his concerns about a culvert leaking on Drain #23 in the NW 1/4 of Section 8 in Gardner Township.  

Adjournment
There being no further business to be considered by the Board, it was moved by Manager Thompson, seconded by Manager Ecker and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting. 

						  APPROVED:


  _______________________________
  Michael R. Buringrud
  Chairman
ATTEST:


_______________________________
Carol Harbeke Lewis
Secretary-Treasurer
