
MINUTESOFSPECIALMEETING
MAPLERIVERWATERRESOURCEDISTRICT

ENDERLINFIREHALL
ENDERLIN NORTHDAKOTA

MARCH22 2012
400PM

TheMapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictmetonMarch22 2012 at400pm atthe
EnderlinFireHallinEnderlin NorthDakota

Presentwere RodgerOlson Chairman JurgenSuhr Manager NinaStone
Accountant ChadEngels MikeOpat andJoshHasle EngineersfortheBoard and
thosewhosenamesappearontheattachedroster GeraldMelvin Manager andCarol
HarbekeLewis SecretaryTreasurer wereabsent

PontiacTownshipImprovementDistrictNo 73Project
ManagerSuhrcalledthemeetingtoorderandmadeintroductions

Thepurposeofthemeetingwastoprovideinformationandobtaininputfromproperty
ownersandtenantswithregardtoPontiacTownshipImprovementDistrictNo 73

MikeOpatpresentedabriefingontheproject Anumberofbasinsare12feethigher
thanin2008andtheprojectlooksathowtodraintheexcesswaterforthebenefitofthe
landandroads Thisprojectisintheearlystages sochangescanstillbemade

Ahandoutwaspassedoutwith theconceptandfinancialinformation relatingtothe
project Acopyofthehandoutisattachedhereto Thisplanwaspresented tothe
MapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictandtheyaresupportiveoftheproject Thisproject
wasalsoreviewedwiththetownshipsandtheyarealsosupportiveoftheproject

Mr Opatreviewedthecurrentelevationsandsaidthegoaloftheprojectistogetallof
thehighwateroutoftheareabyloweringthelakes9or10feet to2008levels Each
bodyofwaterconnectsintoanaturaloutletthatgoesintotheMapleRiver Therewill
beastructureoneachonewithagate soifthereareproblemsdownstream waterwill
notbereleased TheNaturalResourcesConservationService NRCS andUS Fish
andWildlifearebothverysupportiveoftheproject

AlandowneraskedifthiswasaHighlandTownshipprojectorcountywide Mr Opat
statedthatthiswasaMapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictproject withdirectimpact to
Pontiac Highland EldredandCliftonTownships



Someoneinattendance askediftheMapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictwould
maintaintheproject Mr Opatstatedtheywouldandwouldlikelyalsocontrolthegates

Therewasaquestionregardingthesizeofthepipe Mr Opat statedthat 30 pipe
wouldbeputinthewholewayasitiseasiertomaintainandwouldbelesscost It
wouldbepossibletodoa36 atthebottom ifneeded

Alandowneraskediftheprojectwouldbegravityflow Mr Opatstateditwouldand
therewouldbeplentyofgradetoworkwith Thiswillreducetherightofwayandthe
costofthe project

GaryLindemannstatedtheWaterResourceDistrictwouldbesupportiveofdrainingand
tilingwiththeproject Mr Opatstatedthat inadditiontoremovingwateroffthe
roadways itopensupthepotentialforthelandowners toputtheirdraintileinandthe
WaterResourceDistrictwouldbemoreopentograntingpermitstodrainwhichisa
directbenefitoftheproject Alandownerstateddraintilinghasalreadybeendoneand
thatiswhathascausedthisprobleminthefirstplace

Someoneaskedwhytheywere not puttingin36 pipethrough thewholeproject Mr
Opatstateditwasmorecosteffectiveandeconomicaltouse30 pipe Hesaidthe pipe
couldbebiggeriftheywanttopayforit

Alandowneraskedhowmuchwaterwouldcomeoffthelakes Mr Opatstateditwould
take180days dependingonprecipitation todrainthelakesdown810feet Chad
Engelsaddedthat oncetheprojectis caughtupto2008levels itwould bepretty
efficient ManagerSuhrsaidafterthatitwilljusthavetobemaintained

ManagerSuhraskediftherewerecontrol structuresinopenditches Mr Opatstated
thereweresoitwillpreventabottleneckfromoccurring

Mr Opatsaidtheestimatedcostoftheprojectis 24million Thisprojectqualifiesfor
StateWaterCommission costshare at45 ofeligibleitems whichwouldbe
approximately 840000 Theremaininglocalsharewouldbe 156million TheCass
CountyHighwayDepartmentmaycontribute25 ofthecost duetothebenefittothe
highway butthereisnofirmcommitmentyet TheprojectwaspresentedtotheCass
CountyFloodSalesTaxCommitteeforfunding

ACliftonTownshiplandownercommented thatnotalltheirwaterrunstotheMaple
Riverand questionedthebenefittotheirproperty Mr Opatstatedtheyreceivean
indirectbenefitfortheabilitytousetheroads inthearea Thelandownerthen
commentedthatthewholestateshouldbepayingforit ManagerSuhrpointedoutthat
thestateispaying

AHighlandTownshiplandownerwantedabetterdefinitionofwhattheindirectand
directassessmentswere Mr Opatstatedthatindirectistiedtotheinfrastructureand
thedirectassessmentisappliedtotheareabeingdrained
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Mr Engelsexplainedthevotingprocess Thereisonevoteforeverydollarassessed
TheWaterResourceDistrictonlycountsthevotesthattheyreceive Ifmorethan50
ofthevotesreceivedareinfavor thevotepasses Mr Engelswentontosaytherewill
beoneortwomoremeetingsbeforetheofficialProjectHearingisheld Thirtydays
afterthehearing thevotecloses Iftheprojectpasses anAssessmentHearingwillbe
heldwherepeoplecandiscussanyissuesrelatingtotheirassessments

Mr Engelsexplainedthetimingoftheproject Hesaidtheprojectwouldlikelybe
constructednextyear withtheoutletbecomingoperationalbynextfall attheearliest

Alandowneraskedifthereweregoingtobecontrolsonthestructuresandhowwillitbe
determinedwhentoopen themornot Mr Opatstatedthatamaintenancemanual
wouldbeputtogether Thelandownerfurthervoicedconcernaboutspringoperation
Mr Opatstatedthatwouldbeakeycomponentoftheoperatingmanual

Alandownerwaswonderingaboutnotices forthemeetingsandhowitisdetermined
whogetsthenotices Mr EngelsstatedtheaddressesweretakenofftheCassCounty
taxrollsforthedirectassessmentarea Thelandownerstatedtheywerejustoutside
that area buttheproject stillaffects them Mr Engelsfurtherstatedthatthefirst
meetingwaswiththeWaterResourceDistrict thentherewasameeting withthe
townshipsandthismeetingwasforthedirectassessmentarea Thenextmeetingwill
beoveralargerarea

Alandownerfeltthenameoftheprojectwasconfusing Mr Engelsstatedtheproject
startedinPontiac Townshipandgrewfromthereandyes thetitlenowdoesnot
accuratelyreflecttheproject

Alandownerwaswonderingwhythenorthlakeisincludedintheprojectwhenthe
roadshavealreadybeenfixed Shefurtherstatedthatthewaterhasalreadydropped
onefootandwaswonderingaboutthefeasibilityofincludingitintheproject Mr Opat
statedtheCassCountyHighwayDepartmentwantedtoaddthatareatohelpprevent
anyfutureissues Hefurtherstatedtherewouldbeasavingsof 150000 200000if
theytookthelakestothenorthoffoftheproject Thelandownerstatedtherewasno
immediatedangertoanyfarmsteads

ChairmanOlsonspokeaboutthebenefitofthisproject Hesaidastilingbecomesmore
prevalent theusesofsloughsorlakesareanimprovedpracticeforthedrainingoftile
systems Whenyoulookatthesystem allofthesebodiesofwaterwouldbeavailable
fortileoutlets TheUS FishandWildlifearesupportingtheproject Theprojectwill
reduceimpactstofarmsteads landandroads anditisagoodtimetocapturethat
benefitforthearea Theleadersseetheproblemsandhaveasked ustodevelopa
systemtohelp Thisiswhatwearepresenting whichisalotofmoney butthereisa
lotofbenefit
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ChairmanOlsonsaidtheCassCountyFloodSalesTaxCommitteemetlastweekand
appropriated 732000towardsprojectswithinthecounty Thisprojecthasbeen
submitted butwasnotfundedthistimearound Theprojectsthatweregoingtobebuilt
thisyearweregivenpriority ChairmanOlsonmadeastrongpitchforthisprojectand
hopesatthenextmeetingtheyapprovesomefundingtohelppayforthisproject The
nextcommitteemeetingwillbelaterinthefall

Alandownerfromthenorthendoftheprojectaskediftherewouldbeanyfundsfrom
theUS FishandWildlife Mr OpatstatedthatlocalstafffromtheUS Fishand
Wildlifesaidtheydidnothaveanyfundsfortheproject

Alandowneraskedifthelocationofthepipes asshown iswritteninstone Mr Opat
saidtheycandiscussit

Mr Opatinformedthoseinattendancetheywerewelcometovisitwiththemafterthe
meetingiftherewereanyfurtherquestionsorcomments

Adjournment
TherebeingnofurtherbusinessfortheBoardtoconsider themeetingadjourned
withoutobjection

APPROVED

RodgerOlson
Chairman

ATTEST

NinaStone
ActingSecretary
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