MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING
MAPLE RIVER WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT
ENDERLIN FIRE HALL
ENDERLIN, NORTH DAKOTA
MARCH 22, 2012
4:00 P.M.

The Maple River Water Resource District met on March 22, 2012, at 4:00 p.m. at the
Enderlin Fire Hall in Enderlin, North Dakota.

Present were Rodger Olson, Chairman; Jurgen Suhr, Manager; Nina Stone,
Accountant; Chad Engels, Mike Opat, and Josh Hasle, Engineers for the Board; and
those whose names appear on the attached roster. Gerald Melvin, Manager, and Carol
Harbeke Lewis, Secretary-Treasurer, were absent.

Pontiac Township Improvement District No. 73 Project
Manager Suhr called the meeting to order and made introductions.

The purpose of the meeting was to provide information and obtain input from property
owners and tenants with regard to Pontiac Township Improvement District No. 73.

Mike Opat presented a briefing on the project. A number of basins are 12 feet higher
than in 2008 and the project looks at how to drain the excess water for the benefit of the
land and roads. This project is in the early stages, so changes can still be made.

A handout was passed out with the concept and financial information relating to the
project. A copy of the handout is attached hereto. This plan was presented to the
Maple River Water Resource District and they are supportive of the project. This project
was also reviewed with the townships and they are also supportive of the project.

Mr. Opat reviewed the current elevations and said the goal of the project is to get all of
the high water out of the area by lowering the lakes 9 or 10 feet, to 2008 levels. Each
body of water connects into a natural outlet that goes into the Maple River. There will
be a structure on each one with a gate, so if there are problems downstream, water will
not be released. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and U.S. Fish
and Wildlife are both very supportive of the project.

A landowner asked if this was a Highland Township project or county wide. Mr. Opat
stated that this was a Maple River Water Resource District project with direct impact to
Pontiac, Highland, Eldred and Clifton Townships.



Someone in attendance asked if the Maple River Water Resource District would
maintain the project. Mr. Opat stated they would and would likely also control the gates.

There was a question regarding the size of the pipe. Mr. Opat stated that 30" pipe
would be put in the whole way as it is easier to maintain and would be less cost. It
would be possible to do a 36” at the bottom, if needed.

A landowner asked if the project would be gravity flow. Mr. Opat stated it would and
there would be plenty of grade to work with. This will reduce the right-of-way and the
cost of the project.

Gary Lindemann stated the Water Resource District would be supportive of draining and
tiing with the project. Mr. Opat stated that in addition to removing water off the
roadways, it opens up the potential for the landowners to put their drain tile in and the
Water Resource District would be more open to granting permits to drain which is a
direct benefit of the project. A landowner stated drain tiling has already been done and
that is what has caused this problem in the first place.

Someone asked why they were not putting in 36” pipe through the whole project. Mr.
Opat stated it was more cost effective and economical to use 30” pipe. He said the pipe
could be bigger if they want to pay for it.

A landowner asked how much water would come off the lakes. Mr. Opat stated it would
take 180 days, depending on precipitation, to drain the lakes down 8-10 feet. Chad
Engels added that once the project is caught up to 2008 levels, it would be pretty
efficient. Manager Suhr said after that it will just have to be maintained.

Manager Suhr asked if there were control structures in open ditches. Mr. Opat stated
there were so it will prevent a bottle neck from occurring.

Mr. Opat said the estimated cost of the project is $2.4 million. This project qualifies for
State Water Commission cost share at 45% of eligible items, which would be
approximately $840,000. The remaining local share would be $1.56 million. The Cass
County Highway Department may contribute 25% of the cost, due to the benefit to the
highway, but there is no firm commitment yet. The project was presented to the Cass
County Flood Sales Tax Committee for funding.

A Clifton Township landowner commented that not all their water runs to the Maple
River and questioned the benefit to their property. Mr. Opat stated they receive an
indirect benefit for the ability to use the roads in the area. The landowner then
commented that the whole state should be paying for it. Manager Suhr pointed out that
the state is paying.

A Highland Township landowner wanted a better definition of what the indirect and
direct assessments were. Mr. Opat stated that indirect is tied to the infrastructure and
the direct assessment is applied to the area being drained.



Mr. Engels explained the voting process. There is one vote for every dollar assessed.
The Water Resource District only counts the votes that they receive. If more than 50%
of the votes received are in favor, the vote passes. Mr. Engels went on to say there will
be one or two more meetings before the official Project Hearing is held. Thirty days
after the hearing, the vote closes. If the project passes, an Assessment Hearing will be
held where people can discuss any issues relating to their assessments.

Mr. Engels explained the timing of the project. He said the project would likely be
constructed next year, with the outlet becoming operational by next fall, at the earliest.

A landowner asked if there were going to be controls on the structures and how will it be
determined when to open them or not. Mr. Opat stated that a maintenance manual
would be put together. The landowner further voiced concern about spring operation.
Mr. Opat stated that would be a key component of the operating manual.

A landowner was wondering about notices for the meetings and how it is determined
who gets the notices. Mr. Engels stated the addresses were taken off the Cass County
tax rolls for the direct assessment area. The landowner stated they were just outside
that area, but the project still affects them. Mr. Engels further stated that the first
meeting was with the Water Resource District, then there was a meeting with the
townships and this meeting was for the direct assessment area. The next meeting will
be over a larger area.

A landowner felt the name of the project was confusing. Mr. Engels stated the project
started in Pontiac Township and grew from there and yes, the title now does not
accurately reflect the project.

A landowner was wondering why the north lake is included in the project when the
roads have already been fixed. She further stated that the water has already dropped
one foot and was wondering about the feasibility of including it in the project. Mr. Opat
stated the Cass County Highway Department wanted to add that area to help prevent
any future issues. He further stated there would be a savings of $150,000 — $200,000 if
they took the lakes to the north off of the project. The landowner stated there was no
immediate danger to any farmsteads.

Chairman Olson spoke about the benefit of this project. He said as tiling becomes more
prevalent, the uses of sloughs or lakes are an improved practice for the draining of tile
systems. When you look at the system, all of these bodies of water would be available
for tile outlets. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife are supporting the project. The project will
reduce impacts to farmsteads, land and roads, and it is a good time to capture that
benefit for the area. The leaders see the problems and have asked us to develop a
system to help. This is what we are presenting, which is a lot of money, but there is a
lot of benefit.



Chairman Olson said the Cass County Flood Sales Tax Committee met last week and
appropriated $732,000 towards projects within the county. This project has been
submitted, but was not funded this time around. The projects that were going to be built
this year were given priority. Chairman Olson made a strong pitch for this project and
hopes at the next meeting they approve some funding to help pay for this project. The
next committee meeting will be later in the fall.

A landowner from the north end of the project asked if there would be any funds from
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife. Mr. Opat stated that local staff from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife said they did not have any funds for the project.

A landowner asked if the location of the pipes, as shown, is written in stone. Mr. Opat
said they can discuss it.

Mr. Opat informed those in attendance they were welcome to visit with them after the
meeting if there were any further questions or comments.

Adjournment
There being no further business for the Board to consider, the meeting adjourned
without objection.
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Rodger Olson
Chairman
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Nina Stone
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