
MINUTESOFMEETING
MAPLERIVERWATERRESOURCEDISTRICT

CASSCOUNTYHIGHWAYDEPARTMENT
WESTFARGO NORTHDAKOTA

MARCH1 2012

TheMapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictmetonMarch1 2012 at900amatthe
CassCountyHighwayDepartment WestFargo NorthDakota

PresentwereRodgerOlson Chairman JurgenSuhr Manager GeraldMelvin
Manager CarolHarbekeLewis SecretaryTreasurer SeanM Fredricks Attorneyfor
theBoard ChadEngelsandKyleVolk Engineers fortheBoard WesBelter North
DakotaStateLegislator andthosewhosenamesappearontheattachedroster

Drainreassessments combiningdrains
ThefirstitemofbusinesswastheconcurrentreassessmenthearingforDrainsMR1
15 39 58and59 MR2 14 34and36 and37 ChadEngelsexplainedthe

combinationofdrainsintheMR1andMR2districts Eachdraincollectssmall
amountsofmoneyandcannotaffordtodoalargerproject Assessingthedrains
togetherallowsthosetypesofprojectstobeconstructed Theoverallcollection
differenceinMR1is 10233lessthanassessingthedrainsseparately TheMR2
districtwillcollect 28386lessthanassessingthedrainsseparately TheDrain 37
assessmentdistrictwillseeanincreaseintheoverallcollectionintheamountof 2541

Mr Engelsreviewedashadedrelief mapofeachassessmentdistrict Heaskedthose
presentiftheysawanyinaccuraciesintheboundariesofMR1 Nonewereheard He
informedthosepresentthattheBoardplanstoequalizetheassessmentsacrossthe
districtandhastheabilitytocollectupto 2acremaximumaccordingtostatestatute

Mr EngelsaskedforcommentswithregardtotheboundariesofDrain 37 Dave
JohnsonbelievesSections10and15ofDavenportTownshipdrainnortheastandnot
backtoDrain 37 Mr Engelsaskediftherewereanycommentswithregardtonew
propertiesaddedtothenorthendofthedistrict RyanTromsaidwatercomesoutof
Drain 37underhighwaterconditionsandrunsacrossSection10inAddison
Township Mr TromsaidSection10wasdrainedtothenortheastcornerofthesection
thenflowseastforonemileandcontinuesnorth Therewerenoobjectionsto
equalizingtheassessmentsinthedistrict

Mr EngelsaskediftherewasanyinputwithregardtoMR2 JimHagensonasked
aboutpropertyownersdrainingintotheareathatarenotcurrentlyinthedistrict
ChairmanOlsonsaidtheywouldbebroughtintothatassessmentdistrict



PaulaSwensonaskedforclarificationonvariouspropertieswithinthedistrict
ChairmanOlsonexplainedthateverypropertyinthisareaisassessedforlegaldrains
TheMR2districtwilleliminateoverlappingassessmentdistricts

Therewerenocommentswithregardtoequalizingtheassessments

SandraJohnsonexpressedconcernaboutwatermakingitswaythroughherproperty
onitswaytoDrain 14 Mr Engelssaidpartofthe issueinthespringisfromthe
SheyenneRivermovingintothe system

SaraFornesssaidtherearealotofpeopleindownstreamregionsthatarebeing
affectedbyhigherwaterlevelsforlongerperiodsoftime Shewouldliketoseeless
drainageandbetterwaterquality SeanFredrickspointedoutthatthedrainsbeing
discussedarealreadyinplaceandthatnothingnewisbeingconstructed theyarejust
consolidatingassessmentdistrictswhichwillresultinmorepeoplepayingfewertaxes

PropertyownersaskedwhyworkdidnotstartonDrain 14atthelowerend Chairman
Olsonsaidaprojecttoreconstructthedrainfromtheoutlettothestartofthedrainwas
voteddown Workwasdoneonthelowerendofthedrainmanyyearsagoandflood
damagerepairswerecompletedupstreamfromthatarea

ChairmanOlsonpointedoutthatthetwolargestfloodsonrecordwerein1826and
1897whentherewerenodrains roadsorculvertsinplace Therehasbeenalarge
amountofdevelopmentandinfrastructureaddedthatslowsthewaterdown including
roads ditchesandculverts Whenwatergetstoacertainlevel itovertopstheroad If
roads didnotexist therewouldbenothingtobackwaterupand itwouldflow
uncontrolled LookingatLiDAR thevalleywillgetridofitswater whetherthereare
roads ditchesandculverts Workbeingdonebyfarmershelpsremove waterthat
wouldnotshednaturally whichpreventssummertimedamagetocrops Ms Forness
agreedthateveryoneneedstoshareblameandsuggestedtheyshouldbepaidtohold
water ChairmanOlsonsaidWaterResourceDistrictsarelookingforareastodothat
Ms FornesssaidtheyhavealsolookedintotheStateWaterCommissionfarmstead
ringdikeprogram

GaryCossetteaskediftheywouldcontinuetogetrepresentationasgoodastheywould
ifthedrainswerehandledindividually ChairmanOlsonsaidtherewouldbeno
differenceasallofthedrainsarecurrentlyhandledbythisBoard

Theprocesswasreviewedfordrainagepermitsanddrainagecomplaints Mr Engels
saidtheBoardhasrequiredgatesonculverts alongwithoperatingplansforthe
operationofthosegates ChairmanOlsonsaidtheBoardtypicallyhasatownship
officialorsomeonethatdoesnotbenefitfromtheprojectdesignatedtomonitorgate
operation

ManagerMelvinsaidsometimesthereisnosolution butafterstudyingwaterissues it
hasbecomeclearthatthebiggestsolutionistheinstallationofdraintile Hesaidthere
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aremanyopinionsonthisandithastobedesignedcorrectly ChairmanOlsonsaid
mainscouldbeconstructed similartohowlegaldrainsareconstructed tocarrywater
fromdraintiledfieldstoanaturalwaterway

Hearingnofurthercomments ChairmanOlsonclosedthehearingandinformedthose
presentthattheBoardwillreviewandconsiderthecommentsreceivedbeforemakinga
finaldecisionwithregardtotheproposedreassessments

NorthDakotaDepartmentofTransportation NDDOT RequestforDrainageon
formHighwayRightofway

RepresentativeWesBeltermetwiththeBoardtodiscusstheBoardsconcernsabout
theconditionsattachedtotheNDDOTRequestforDrainageonHighwayRightofway
formwithregardtodraintileprojects Mr BeltertalkedtoTroyGilbertsonandhe
indicatedtheNDDOTisflexibleaboutthetimeframe Itwassuggestedthatthe
languagebeupdatedtomoreaccuratelyreflectthat Mr Belterwillcontinueworkingon
thematterwithNDDOTofficials

Constructionofdraintile mains similartolegaldrains wasdiscussedwithMr Belter
ChairmanOlsonbelievesitissomethingthatshouldbetested ManagerMelvinthought
itwouldbeagoodprogram

ApplicationtoDrain 3845forDaveTorgersonintheN12ofSection13in
LeonardTownship
ChairmanOlsonwillcontactDaveTorgersonaboutarequestfromMikeSaewerttoadd
agatetotheproject intheN12ofSection13inLeonardTownship Mr Saewertis
concernedthewaterfromthepermittedprojectwillbuildupandrunoverthetownship
roadandflowoverlandtohisfarmstead

forJohnAndvikinSection2ofApplicationtoInstallaSubsurfaceDrain 12010
BarrieTownship RichlandCounty whichoutletstoaprivateditchthatflows
northintoCassRichlandDrain 1
ItwasmovedbyManagerMelvinandsecondedbyManagerSuhrtoapprove
ApplicationtoInstallaSubsurfaceDrain 12010forJohnAndvikinSection2ofBarrie
Township RichlandCounty subjecttotheapplicantprovidingandmaintaining
adequateerosionprotectionattheoutletintoCassRichlandDrain 1 notingthatthe
applicantissolelyresponsibleforanydamagestoCassRichlandDrain 1asaresultof
thetileproject Uponrollcallvote themotioncarriedunanimously

SolicitationofviewsandcommentsfromtheNorthDakotaDepartmentof
TransportationregardingimprovementstoStateHighway46from9mileseastof
EnderlintoStateHighway18 2014 andfromtheeastjunctionofStateHighway
18toCassCountyHighway81 2015 2016
ChairmanOlsonspokewithNorthDakotaDepartmentofTransportationofficialsabout
proposedimprovementstoStateHighway46 Theroadelevationwillchange12 and
culvertsthroughthehighway aswellasthroughapproaches willbechanged
ChairmanOlsonwill informtheWaterResourceDistrictEngineerofoneculvertthat
needstobechangedwestofLeonard
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StateWaterCommissionWaterDevelopmentReportforthe2013 2015biennium
Mr EngelswillcompilealistofprojectstosubmittotheStateWaterCommissionforthe
WaterDevelopmentReportforthe20132015biennium

Minutes
ItwasmovedbyManagerSuhr secondedbyManagerMelvinandunanimouslycarried
toapprovetheminutesoftheFebruary2 2012 meeting aspresented

Bills
ItwasmovedbyManagerSuhrandsecondedbyManagerMelvintoapprovepayment
ofChecks 4923through 4929andtheelectronicfundstransfer aspresented Upon
rollcallvote thefollowingManagersvotedinfavor Olson Suhr andMelvin The
Chairmandeclaredthe motionpassed

20125forGerald Jon andRandalApplicationtoInstallaSubsurfaceDrain
MelvininSections11and14inTowerTownship
TheBoardreviewedApplicationtoInstallaSubsurfaceDrainN 20125datedMarch1O
2012 forJon Randal andGeraldMelvin TheBoardconcludedtheapplicationdoes
notproposedrainageofstatewidesignificance sothe Boardhasjurisdictiontoapprove
thepermit withoutforwardingtotheStateEngineersOfficetoconsiderandapprove
Undertheapplication ApplicantseekstoinstalladraintilesysteminallofSection11
andtheNW14ofSection14inTowerTownship CassCounty NorthDakota
Theprojectwill includeagravityoutletthatwilldischargedirectlyintotheMapleRiver

BecausetheproposedprojectwilldischargedirectlyintotheMapleRiver the
applicationdidnotrequireaThirtyDayNoticeunderND Cent Code
Section6132031 andtheBoardcannotrequireApplicanttoobtainanyflowage
easementsfromdownstreamlandowners

Asawatermanagerwithadirectinterestintheapplication ManagerGeraldMelvin
consultedwithattorneySeanFredricksregardinganypotentialconflictofinterest
issues Mr FredricksandManagerMelvinbothconcludedthismatterinvolvesa direct
andsubstantialpersonalorpecuniaryinterest ofManagerMelvin Withthatinmind
Mr FredricksadvisedtheBoardthatManagerMelvindidhaveaconflictunder
ND Cent Code 440422andthatherecommendedthatManagerMelvinabstain
fromparticipatinginorvotingonhispermit ChairmanOlsonandManagerSuhr
agreed andManagerMelvindidnotparticipatein thevoteoranydiscussionregarding
theoutcomeofthependingpermit

AccordingtorecordsonfilewiththeCassCountyRecordersOffice GeraldMelvin
ownstheNW14ofSection14 withregardtoallofSection11 GeraldandHattie
MelvinownahalfinterestinallofSection11 andRandalandKristiMelvinownahalf
interestinallofSection11

ItwasmovedbyManagerSuhrandsecondedbyChairmanOlsontoapprove
ApplicationtoInstallaSubsurfaceDrainNo 20125 datedMarch1 2012 forJon
Randal andGeraldMelvinintheNW14ofSection14andallofSection11inTower
Township subjecttothefollowingconditions
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1 ThatApplicantobtaineasementsfromtheownerofanyland besides
landownedbyApplicant onwhichApplicantwillconstructthetilesystem

2 ThatApplicantnotifytheMapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictin
advanceofanyproposedalterationstooutletlocations oradditionofany
outlets

3 ThatApplicantnotifytheMapleRiverWaterResourceDistrictin
advanceofanyproposedimprovementstothetilesystem orany
proposedincreaseinthecapacityordrainageareaofthetilesystemand
ifnecessary submittinganadditionalpermitapplication and

4 ThatApplicantobtainallothernecessaryandrequisitelicenses
permits registrations andorapprovalsfromall applicablefederal state
county andmunicipalgovernments andanyotherapplicable
governmentalentities

Uponrollcallvote themotioncarriedunanimously

Adjournment
TherebeingnofurtherbusinessfortheBoardtoconsider itwasmovedbyManager
Melvin secondedbyManagerSuhrandunanimouslycarriedtoadjournthemeeting

APPROVED

RodgerOlson
Chairman

ATTEST

CarolHarbekeLewis
SecretaryTreasurer
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