
 
 
 

CASS COUNTY JOINT WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT 
 EMBDEN SENIOR CITIZEN CENTER 
 EMBDEN, NORTH DAKOTA 

NOVEMBER 29, 2016 
 9:00 A.M. 
 
 
The Cass County Joint Water Resource District met on November 29, 2016, at 9:00 
a.m. at the Embden Senior Citizen Center, Embden, North Dakota. 
 
Present were Dan Jacobson, Southeast Cass Water Resource District; Rodger Olson 
and Jurgen Suhr, Maple River Water Resource District; Ken Lougheed, North Cass 
Water Resource District; Jacob Gust, Rush River Water Resource District; Carol 
Harbeke Lewis, Secretary-Treasurer; Sean M. Fredricks, Attorney for the Board; Mike 
Opat and Jeff Brown, Engineers for the Board; and those whose names appear on the 
attached roster.  Manager Mark Brodshaug was absent. 
 
Lake Bertha Flood Control Project No. 75 - assessment hearing 
Mike Opat welcomed those present for the Lake Bertha Flood Control Project No. 75 
assessment hearing and made introductions.  He explained the purpose of the meeting 
was to provide property owners an opportunity to comment on their respective 
assessments for the project. 
 
Mr. Opat reviewed the proposed assessment district boundary and benefit percentages.  
No comments were submitted by the property owners in attendance. 
 
Josh Monson, Natural Resources Conservation Service, questioned the easement 
areas shown on the map in Sections 3, 16 and 17 of Eldred Township.  Mr. Opat said 
they will look at that in conjunction with the project design to confirm the location of the 
easement areas. 
 
Mr. Opat informed those present that the Board will weigh any input received and 
finalize the assessment district at a future meeting.  The Board has taken steps to 
authorize the project so it can move forward.  The initial survey work is done and work 
continues on the final project design.  It is hoped that offers for right of way will be 
presented to property owners in mid-January and right of way acquisition can be 
completed by mid-February.  The Board hopes to bid the project in March, with spring or 
early summer construction. 
 
Various questions relating to project features and design were addressed.  The current 
level of the lake was not known, but water can be stored up to an elevation of 1088.0 or 
1089.0., but cannot be lowered below 1086.0.  The control structure  will  be  located  at  
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the south end of the project, which will limit when water is released according to the 
current conditions.  Water will not be released during times of flooding.  The deepest cut 
would be 12-15’ deep and 30 inch pipe will be used for the project. 
 
Manager Olson pointed out the large reduction in cost to property owners due to funding 
through the State Water Commission, Red River Joint Water Resource District and the 
Cass County Flood Sales Tax Committee. 
 
Mr. Opat thanked everyone for attending and the hearing was closed. 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business for the Board to consider, the meeting adjourned 
without objection. 
 
      APPROVED: 
 
 
         

________________________________ 
Mark Brodshaug 
Chairman 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Carol Harbeke Lewis 
Secretary-Treasurer 


