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This policy governs expenditures of funds from a one half percent County sales tax planned to start in 2011 to fund flood risk reduction projects.  The primary purpose of the sales tax measure is to fund local costs associated with a planned Red River Flood Diversion project in either Minnesota or North Dakota.  The planned diversion project will not address all flood damage risks in Cass County.  Additional measures are necessary to reduce risk to areas within and outside of the diversion perimeter.  Sales tax proceeds may also be expended for the Diversion and other flood risk reduction or recovery projects subject to funding availability and approval by the County Commission.  The County sales tax proceeds should be used to leverage other sources of funding when possible.

County sales tax funds expended within incorporated cities:  The County Commission may consider requests for flood risk reduction and recovery funding from cities within Cass County.  The city will be responsible for planning and engineering costs associated with the project.  Plans and specifications should be prepared by a professional engineer registered within the State of North Dakota.  The city should also be able to demonstrate that other revenue sources for the project have been actively sought out.  The preferred funding split is that City funds match the County sales tax proceeds on a 1:1 basis.  Other funding splits may be considered by the Commission on a case by case basis to allow consideration to be given to unique circumstances and the ability of the City to pay 50% of the local cost share.
  
County sales tax funds expended outside of incorporated cities:  The County Commission may also consider flood risk reduction and recovery projects recommended by the County Engineer or requested by townships, neighborhood groups, or individuals for areas within and outside of the diversion perimeter.  Special assessments may be considered as a local match to County sales tax funds.  Funds may be expended for projects that provide benefit to Cass County residents but are physically constructed outside of the County boundaries such as retention projects.  Funds may also be spent to assist property owners downstream from the diversion channel in offsetting diversion project impacts.  

The County Commission will solicit requests on an annual basis.  Requests received from political subdivisions and county staff for cost effective projects will be prioritized and considered for funding by the County Commission as funds available allow.
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